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Assaying the vote: Silencing civic discourse
... through misappropriation...

Showdown

In the November 2006 election, Michigan voters approved Proposition 2 by a
count of 2,131,096 to 1,545,060 (58% to 42%). This ballot initiative was to
amend Michigan’s Constitution to bar public institutions from considering
race or sex in public education, employment, or contracting. Similar to
Proposition 209 passed by California voters in 1996, and ballot initiatives in
Washington (state), Texas, and Florida, this amendment to the Michigan
Constitution stuck down affirmative action and preferential treatment in the
public sector (CRC, 2006).

yea 2,141,010 57.92%
nay 1,555,691 42.08%
total votes 3,696,701 100.00%
difference 586,036
total voting population of Michigan 3,852,008

The approved ballot language was:

A proposal to amend the state constitution to ban affirmative action
programs that give preferential treatment to groups or individuals
based on their race, gender, color, ethnicity or national origin for
public employment, education or contracting purposes.

The proposed constitutional amendment would:

* Ban public institutions from using affirmative action programs that
give preferential treatment to groups or individuals based on their
race, gender, color, ethnicity or national origin for public employment,
education or contracting purposes. Public institutions affected by the
proposal include state government, local governments, public
colleges and universities, community colleges and school districts.

* Prohibit public institutions from discriminating against groups or
individuals due to their gender, ethnicity, race, color or national origin.
(A separate provision of the state constitution already prohibits
discrimination on the basis of race, color or national origin.)

This instance of the voter’s prerogative is an act of civic discourse that bears
further scrutiny.

Misinformation/Misinterpretation

The misinformation about the purpose of the voting initiative, skewed by the
misnamed Michigan Civil Rights Initiative organization, became a frame of
string and baling wire that masks a hidden audience. Most of the focus on
repealing or challenging this vote lies in two camps—that of revealing the
misinformation about the intent of the initiative at the petition process, and that
of misconstruing the effect and application of the amendment if approved at
the polls. The two main organizations opposing the Michigan Civil Rights
Initiative were One United Michigan and By Any Means Necessary (BAMN),
the latter being the more radical and confrontational of the two.

Misinforming the intent
The real fight began when the MCRI initiated its petition drive to secure
signatures to place their ballot initiative before Michigan voters.

Misconstruing the effect

Grossman (2006) argues that the intent of the MCRI activists and their allies is
to target states with more selective public universities, and “play off of voters'
anger and nervousness about their children's admission chances.”

Let's review the State of Michigan budgets for corrections and education over
the last few years:

Michigan Department of Corrections

year budget staff

2000 $1,475,807,600.00 18,634
2001 $1,606,999,856.00 18,641
2002 $1,575,509,777.00 17,827
2003 $1,683,830,830.00 17,295
2004 $1,705,772,500.00 16,772
2005 $1,761,582,600.00 16,935

Source: MDOC Statistical Report
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Department of Education

school year budget
1999-2000 $16,059,230,550.00
2000-2001 $17,382,561,969.00
2001-2002 $18,519,844,172.00
2002-2003 $19,780,578,620.00
2003-2004 $19,964,123,748.00
2004-2005 $21,980,395,056.00

Source: BULLETIN 1011—
Analysis of Michigan Public School Districts

Disenfranchisement of civic discourse

| extend my discussion by examining where those votes lost in the Corrections
system could impact civic discourse. Let me use Proposition 2 as a guide.

What | am going to do now is provide a litmus test for you. | have chosen the
correctional facilities that are the most expensive to operate, and am going to
identify the prison population. Then, we can look at the voting in those two
associated counties, and if we subtracted the prison population, or the captive
votes, from the “yes” category while adding those same disenfranchised votes
to the “no” category, | think we will see that we now have an “Aha!” moment.

e e e —_

2001 Corrections statistics--prison population

1
| |
i facility county all prisoners white non-white i
i Chippewa Correctional Facility Chippewa 1,181 444 737 i
Or misappropriation? i Kinross Correctional Facility Chippewa 1,217 691 526 i
. . o o ] i 2,398 1,135 1,263 i
The h|dd§n audience’s civic discourse has become a “privatized puphc ' Mid-Michigan Correctional Facility Gratiot 951 506 445 1
commodity that may have been used to serve a different and conflicting I _ _ B _ I
cause. This hidden audience consists of those entangled in the criminal | St Louis Correctional Facility Gratiot 1,201 401 800
justice system including prisoners, those on probation, and those former 2152 907 1,245
felons who have served their time but are denied the right to vote (Mathis,
2004). In essence, some of the votes for the initiative may have been - - " T T T T s e e - - m— - — - -1
misappropriated from this hidden audience—which has no voting rights i 2004 Corrections statistics--prison population i
whatsoever. i facility county all prisoners  white non-white i
The Michigan Department of Corrections is a large, fiscally generating entity. | Chippewa Correctional Facility Chippewa 1,115 431 684 |
Over the last seven years, the MDOC'’s budget has averaged over $1.6 i Kinross Correctional Facility Chippewa 1,199 707 492 i
billion, employing over 17,000 people. While the number of prisoners i 2314 1,138 1,176 i
incarcerated or those under the watchful eye of the Corrections system as on Cag e . . 4 .
parole or on probation averages 119,000, it is the monetary impact a facility I Mid-Michigan Correctional Facility Gratiot 943 248 39 I
brings to the local economy that is staggering. i St. Louis Correctional Facility Gratiot 1,199 354 845 i
2182 902 ____L1240 ]
Michigan Corrections divides the state into three regions for accountability
purposes. The three largest budgeted facilities are as follows:
1 c
Corrections 2004 largest budget expenditures T
facility county budget A Regional Ropeei oy
Kinross Correctional Facility Chippewa  $44,836,139.00 3
St. Louis Correctional Facility & Gratiot $43,779,842.00 pephy
Region 3
Mid-Michigan Correctional Facility Gratiot
Carson City Correctional Facility Montcalm  $40,419,650.00
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averaged statistics--prison population

facility county all prisoners | white non-white
Chippewa Correctional Facility Chippewa 1,148 438 711
Kinross Correctional Facility Chippewa 1,208 699 509
2,356 1,137 1,220
Mid-Michigan Correctional Facility Gratiot 947 527 420
St. Louis Correctional Facility Gratiot 1,200 378 823
2,147 905 1,243

2006 Nov general election--Prop 2 county yes no
Chippewa 7,910 4,919
Gratiot 8,510 5,050

Incorporate the averaged all prisoners population (subtract from "yes" and add to "no"):

enfranchised prisoner civil discourse county yes no
Chippewa 5,554 7,275
Gratiot 6,363 7,197

Note: Corrections 2005 to present data not available

Instead of toying with the idea of coming up with a solution to the dilemma,
let's cut to the chase—and | offer Derrick Bell's “The Space Traders” as a
solution (1992). In “The Space Traders,” an alien race offers to supply the
United States with resources to replenish the depleted ones. Their only
payment was to take with them every Black person living in the country.

In this projected solution to the problems of fiscal insolvency, air and water
pollution, and oil dependence, Bell opines that the United States enacted a
law that circumvented the rights of African Americans, and forced them to
capitulate to the demands of this space-faring people.

How long will it take us to return these individuals to full citizenship, and can
we continue to function as a democracy without full participation from us a
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